56th NATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS
1st, 2nd & 5th May 2008
University Gym – Gzira

(FINAL UPDATE)
The 56th National Table Tennis Championships started to-day at the University Gym with the Ladies, Doubles & Veterans events. 
Edward Baldacchino retained the Men’s Singles title by beating Mark Azzopardi 11-5, 6-11, 13-11, 11-9, 11-6. It was a well deserved title for Edward who during the event also eliminated top seeded players such as the promising young Maltese Australian Edwin Cotter & the experienced Mario Genovese in highly contested matches which ended in narrow 4-3 wins for Edward.
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In the Ladies event thirteen year old Jessica Pace won the final against the more quoted Nadia Bonett by 4-2 full result 11-7, 10-12, 12-10, 9-11, 11-8, 13-11 . 

Jessica Pace is the youngest ever Ladies Maltese Champion and has definitely a bright future in front of her.
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                      Jessica Pace
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The Veterans event Final was between last year’s finalists Peter Borg Cardona the reigning champion and Alex Anastasi. However Alex proved this year superior by winning in four close games 11-8, 11-6, 

11-9, 11-8.
Alex Anastasi
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In the Doubles Event Mario Genovese & Edward Baldacchino were re-

confirmed Malta Champions when they beat David Pace & Mark Azzopardi 4-11, 11-6, 11-8, 11-4, 11-6
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From L. to R. Mario Genovese, Edward Baldacchino, David Pace & Mark Azzopardi.
On the 2nd day of the National Championships the Qualifying Round and the plate event was held ( for your information the plate event is held with those players who lose in the Qualifying Round, whilst the Winners are drawn in the Main Singles Event which will be held on Monday 5th May ).

The plate event was won by Joe Borg Cardona who was eliminated in the qualifying round by the promising young Maltese Australian Edwin Cotter. In the final Joe Borg Cardona beat Mark Grech 11-7, 11-6, 11-8.

To-morrow Monday 5th  May the Championships will continue  at 7.30p.m University Sports Gym with the last Event the Men’s Singles.
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